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Will Your Food Company Be Affected By The
New United States Bioterrorism Law?

If you export food to the United States, you are affected!

The events of September 11, 2001 reinforced the need to enhance the security of the
U.S. food supply. TheU.S. Congressresponded by passing the Public Health
Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002, which was signed
into law on June 12, 2002 by President Bush.

TheAct isdivided into five Titles; National Preparedness, Biological Agentsand
Toxins, Safety and Security of the Food and Drug Supply, Drinking Water Security
and Safety, and Additional Provisions.

Titlel11 of the Act concer ns protecting the safety and security of the food and drug
supply.

Section 305 of Titlel11 requiresthat domestic and foreign food facilities that export
tothe U.S. register with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) by December 12,
2003.

Theregistration processisintended to gather basic information. Facilities must
register, however, or their food will be held at the U.S. port of entry until the facility
isregistered. The FDA registration isa new processthat only appliesto FDA-
regulated products (e.g. all foods except meat, poultry and egg products) and is not
related to any pre-approval process, such as USDA/Animal Plant Health I nspection
Service/Plant Protection and Quarantine Pre-Approval Program. Thereisno fee
associated with thisregistration.

Other provisionsof Titlell1 include recor dkeeping requirements, prior notice of
imported food shipments, and administrative detention.

FDA will propose implementing regulations for these and other provisions. Notice of
any proposed regulation with the potential to have a significant effect on food
importswill be madeto the World Trade Organization to ensuretransparency. FDA
iscommitted to receiving and considering the input from stakeholdersasthe
proposed and final regulations ar e developed.

The U.S. gover nment will be conducting outreach activitiesto explain important
provisionsof Titlel!l of the Act.

For further information, including complete text of the Act, FDA contact information
and plansfor implementation of all the Act’s provisions, please visit the following
internet address: http://www.fda.gov/oc/bioterrorism/bioact.html
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